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EDWARD SEYMOUR, Earl of Hertford, Duke of Somerset, Lord
Protector of the Realm, was one of the key men of the Reforma-
tion in England. With the exception of Oliver Cromwell, he
rose to a greater eminence than any other person not of Royal
Birth in the history of the country. Yet his story has never
yet been told hi full. Biographers and historians have, it
seems, been alarmed by the apparent inaccessibility of the
mass of material that exists round Somerset's life. Various
. books, written in the past thirty years, have contained a
chapter or two about Somerset. For the rest he has been left
alone.
Mr. John Lindsey, whose Tudor Pawn gained wide acknow-
ledgment as a piece of original research into Reformation
History, has now written the first Life of the Protector to appear
in England.
Tracing Edward Seymour from his early days at Wolf Hall,,
the author shows how he rose to eminence up to the time-
King Henry died and Seymour -was proclaimed Protector.
From that time on his fall was in sight. His own overwhelming;
ambition forced him to take to himself honours that the ancient-
nobility resented. His own predilection for Reform made him
lead the country further along the road to Reform than the
country was willing to go. His mismanagement of the
domestic policy of the country made it inevitable that the
country should rise against him. His brother, Sudeley^
plotted against him. Sudeley fell. But in his place Dudley,.
Earl of Warwick, rose, carrying the Council with him. Twice
Somerset was arrested. Twice he endeavoured to make his
peace with his fellow peers. But Northumberland was too
. strong for him ; and *'about nine in the morning" Somerset
was led out to Tower Hill for execution.
John Lindsey has written a complete life of Somerset that
will be accepted by all students of Tudor History as a serious
and valuable contribution to a proper understanding of the
period.
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